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Evidence from the vast 40-volume' re- 
'view by a Pentagon team 'of how the 
.United States got into the Vietnam war 
makes President Johnson’s escalation in 
1965 after his emphasis on moderation in 
the 1964 presidential , campaign look 
more contradictory than ever, 1 - 

The 40 volumes were prepared in 1967- 
63 from' Pentagon secret files by 30 or 
40 men, on orders from Robert S. 
McNamara, then secretary of defense, 
who was growing disillusioned with the 
war. 

IBy the time the report was completed, 
a! year had elapsed, McNamara was out 
of the Pentagon, and the gigantic work 
had only a few readers. No more than 
15 copies were made, for high officials 
only. Now the New York- Times has 
. somehow got hold of 39 of the 40 vol- 
umes. It began printing large portions of 
the text and documents Sunday. 

The 40 volumes go back to 1950, with 
the Tnlman Administration’s first aid to 
the French in their Indochina war. The 
publication by the Times begins with 
portions dealing with 1964 and 1965, the 
'period when American airmen, seamen 
and soldiers began openly to take part 
in the hostilities, in 1965 on a massive 
scale. - ■' • 

■ The documents show that. President 
Johnson was considering bombing North 
Vietnam as early as March, 196-1, and 
had started getting ready to do so (in- 




eluding a, warning to North Vietnam) 
that June, two months before the Tonkin 
Gulf incident and five months before the' 
election. 

Oddly, several touches that sound 
most like the Central Intelligence Agen- / 
cy were opposed by the C.I.A. — the V 
domino theory that all Southeast Asia 
t (and perhaps all South Asia and the 
Southwest Pacific islands) would fall to 

“Communist aggression" if South Viet- 
nam did; the idea of secret commando 
raids into North Vietnam; the idea of 
bombing North Vietnam. ' 1 

Other counsels prevailed, and the do- 
mino theory remained official doctrine 
and the commando raids and the bomb- 
ing took place — with 1 dismal results. 

Both were in time abandoned. 

But President Nixon has resumed 
bombing North Vietnam ("reprisal reac- 
tion raids”.) on a considerable scale, and 
he still seems to believe in the domino 
theory, so the questions are still alive. 

The report confirms and amplifies in 
hard detail the suspicions that have 
been growing in the public mind for a 
long time: that the American govern- 
ment deceived the American, people by 
. getting more and more deeply involved 
in a war which was never properly 
authorized, by , a series of secret steps, 
which went far beyond the public ex- 
planations. r..' • ■ ' 
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' . A TALE of deliberate deception un- 
folds in a new series of documents that 
details how President Johnson contrived 
to win justification for his Vietnam war 
policies. 

It is not entirely new, but the sub- 
stance of it is disturbing. 

A secret government study of how 
the Vietnam war developed, revealed by 
The New York Times, lays bare a sorry 
story. 

According to the study, the Johnson 
administration deliberately provoked 
the Gulf of Tonkin incidents in 1964. It 
then persuaded Congress that those inci- 
dents were sufficient cause to pass a 
resolution that amounted to a declara- 
tion of war. 

Further, during the Presidential elec- 
tion campaign of 1964, while decrying 
Republican candidate Barry Goldwater s 
demands that North Vietnam be bomb- 
ed, that administration itself was plan- 
ning such bombings as soon as the elec- 
tion was over. • 

In both cases,, anticipating opposi- 
tion in Congress and from the public, 
the Johnson administration did not 
choose to argue its case in the usual 
constitutional manner. Instead, if these 
documents are correct, it said one thing 
while planning something different. 

These actions, quite clearly, robbed 
U.S. citizens and their elected represen- 
tatives of their voice in government. It 
amounted to government by decree. 

As Sen. Stuart Symington (D., Mo.) 
said of the proper role these actions de- 
nied to congressional committees: 


“What they’re (the committees) doing is. 
they’re operating in the blind, which 
means they’re authorizing and appiopri- 
ating billions of dollars of the taxpayers’ 
money without in effect knowing what 
that money was going to be used for.” 

In the 1964 election, those voters 
who thought they were casting their 
ballot against the escalation of the war 
actually were voting' exactly the oppo- 
site. 

We can think of nothing more dam- 
aging to the democratic process. ■ . 

Further, as these things were hap- 
pening, the CIA was advising the Presi- 
dent that the strength of the Viet Cong 
lay primarily. in South Vietnam, making 
it at base a civil war. The CIA also chal- , 
lenged the “domino” theory in South- 
east Asia. 

All this, then, led the study to con-_ 
elude that the Vietnam war was not 
being pursued for the sake of the Viet- 
namese, but to preserve and protect U.S. 
prestige and reputation in the world. 

The revelations require more study 
for their many ramifications, and mean- 
while they continue. We take no satis- 
' faction in the fact that they confii m 
opinions that have been expressed here 
over the years. On the contrary, it is zr 
sad thing for this country to learn that it 
has been the victim of so large and trag- 
ic an official deception. 

The fact that in U.S. history there 
have been deceptions for the sake of 
power or politics before does not in any 
way alter the enormity of this one, foi 
the Vietnam war has victimized this 

country as no other tragedy. 




/ 




Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : Cl A-RDP80-01 601 R0003003601 25-5 


